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Articles, letters of interest, photographs are always needed and should be 
sent to the Editor :- landscape@sky.com 
 
I use Microsoft Publisher to produce the journal so am happy to accept  
articles/photographs via email. A Word document  or  Picture attachment.  
Just use Journal article or Journal picture as the subject matter.  
 
Opinions expressed in the journal are not necessarily those of the HDARC. 
The editor has the right to reproduce the articles for our affiliated club jour-
nals/newsletters. The Editor decision is always final.  
 
Closing date for next journal is :   January  7th 2022 
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Club Clothing 
 

 Sweatshirts  Polo-Shirts  T-Shirts     Fleeces 
Sizes: Small = 36 - 38”- Medium = 38 - 40”- Large = 40 - 42”- XL = 42 - 44” 

Available with club logo only or logo, name & callsign 
Cap - One Size only: with adjustable strap - Stitching in Yellow 

 
Available with callsign only or callsign and/or name 

 
Some items available in various colours, see Ralph 2E0HES for details 

Hi everyone 
Things seem to be getting back to some sort of              
normality, We have had three radio club meetings and 
three Special event stations since the last lockdown. The 
Railways on the air weekend was a success (a write up is 
inside), the CHOTA (Churches on the air) was a bit of a 
subdued affair. Better luck next year for that one I think. 
 
Ralph 2E0HES 
Editor 
Change of email, now ralphheslop@gmail.com 
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YOUR JOURNAL NEEDS “ 

Any articles you think you have that will entertain your co-members 
then please send them in to Ralph at ralphheslop@gmail.com 

All articles appreciated  
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Nuggets from the net 
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Hi everyone, 
I know this article is not radio related but hope you can find time to read its     
content. What a horrid 18 months we have all had with the Covid situation and 
lockdowns. Hopefully everyone reading my article has managed to stay safe and 
get on with jobs long overdue! Simon and I have been ok, we were lucky enough 
in the first lockdown last April to have family help with shopping etc as no on-line 
food shopping was available from anywhere to us. We never used home delivery 
prior to lockdown so we tried to register as “New Customers” with several outlets, 
but everywhere we tried just said no new customers were being accepted.  It took 
until late July before I could venture out with our daughter-in-law to do my own 
food shop in Sainsbury’s. It was a very scary situation, having to wear a mask 
then for first time and to follow rules on which way to walk round in store and 
keeping set distances as most shelves are always wanted by so many. Having to 
stand well back for several minutes to wait till the section was clear to proceed 
was very daunting. But with her help using the scan and go option with my Nectar 
card so I could place shopping trolley first once scanned then just pay at check-
out and return to car to offload. It is second nature now to do these chores, but 
we will be, whatever anyone else says, continue to wear a mask and use       
sanitizers where available, although I always carry one with me. I lost an Uncle 
with Covid 19 during first lockdown, which was extremely sad as there were   
restriction on numbers attending funerals etc; even though my uncle lived in a 
care home in Waterlooville on his own, the family had to organise for his funeral 
to take place in Kent so he could be buried with my late aunt. This meant due to 
our own vulnerability we couldn’t attend. 
 

There have been so many unfinished jobs to do here; both indoors and out so 

Simon and I have managed to get on with some just to keep busy. Obtaining DIY 

materials which were not available as a click/collect or delivery meant those jobs 

couldn’t be started or finished but instead we have achieved many others. 

I have on wet days been relaxing with jigsaw puzzles, which has been another 

great hobby of mine since I was old enough to complete one probably 4-5 years 

old!! Having literally thousands stored away here some from times gone by, have 

had plenty of puzzles to choose from. Every time I am near a charity shop or boot 

sale I must go in to view. I remember a few years ago in one charity shop there 

were about 10 puzzles on the shelf which had just been put out ranging from  

artistic, vintage, floral, fantasy and some with gold leaf effect. Simon has always 

been supportive of my non-radio hobby, and that day I walked out of the charity 

shop with all 10 puzzles. All these have been completed with no missing pieces 

and now stored away. On average it takes me two evenings to complete a 500      

Julia’s time during covid 
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piece and three to four evenings to do a 1000 piece. I have attached two com-

pleted puzzle photos with this article. 

Over the last few weeks I decided as one of our spare rooms upstairs was 
stacked from floor to ceiling with puzzles, to sort into categories. I purchased lots 
of 64L storage boxes with clip seal lids, and been busy packing some away which 
have since gone into storage with the existing. There are still lots to go through as 
the roof space has lots in bags which need to come out to be sorted. They can’t 
be put back as is because the winter months will make them damp, so more 64 
litre boxes are required. I can hear some of you saying this is a gruesome task, 
but I for one find it therapeutic. I have never given away puzzles unless they were 
duplicates. In fact I have a mixture of 500, 1000 and 1500 piece puzzles ready to 
go back to a charity shop, unless there is a club member who would like to make 
a sensible donation towards club funds and give the puzzles to a loved one now 
Autumn/Winter is approaching. Please let me know via email which can be found 
on the website or in journal. 
 
By the time this article has gone to print the club will have resumed its normal 
meetings. We are running a Foundation course and have 4 students ready to 
start. The RSGB have only been offering on-line courses with exams since April 
2020 so this will be a new experience for our training team as there has been so 
many changes to the syllabus and course books. We hope the RSGB will allow 
the practical tasks to be added back in to the Foundation and Intermediate levels, 
until then many clubs/exam centres have been continuing to achieve this as it’s 
an important part of the original syllabus. So HDARC will be keeping them in our 
training syllabus too. The RSGB have said that paper exams may be back for 
those wishing to do it so I need to start getting up to speed again on the rules and 
which documents can be used. 
 

Julia G0IUY, HDARC social/exam secretary 
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My Shack 
Redders M5ACT 

Rigs left to right=Alinco DX70th, Yaesu FT70d handie mainly for             
pistar/fusion and a Yaesu FT991. A Kenwood AT230 ATU bottom shelf, 
with Hi-mound MK-701 key to learn cw. My desk mike is the ubiquitous 
BM800 boom/ studio mike connected to the FT991 only for use with the 
parametric equalisers built in.  
 

Antennas are a 130' long wire wrapped around the house for         
topband and a 40m OCFD with 4:1 balun. Also, a 3 1/2wave dipole 
for 6m all fed to the ATU. A 2/70 colinear atop a pole outside, 2m 
white stick in attic connected to handie and lastly a slinky dipole 
stretched the full length of the attic connected to SDR play rsp 1 sat 
between the two monitors just for fun above the right- hand monitor 
can be seen the end of my diy chain mace . 
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Nuggets from the net part 2 
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 GB4CF 
Write-up by Stuart G0FYX 

On September 11
th
 2021, it was the annual Churches-On-The-Air event. This 

year, for the first time, HDARC decided to take part. Because I have friend who 
lives in the village, and connected with the church (with his wife), we asked for 
permission to set up a station at ChristChurch,  Forestside (near Rowland’s   
Castle) , West Sussex. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                            

First of all, the history of the church. The mediaeval parish of Stoughton          
extended to the boundary with Hampshire. It included Stansted Park, and the 
hamlet of Forestside. Christchurch, Forestside was built by Charles Dixon, a 
wealthy Victorian philanthropist, and the owner of nearnby Stansted House, to 
serve his estate workers and the village of Forestside. It was started in 1852, the 
date on the foundation stone. Consecrated in 1856, this later became the church 
of a parish, which included Stansted chapel and part of Up Marden, and has now 
been combined with them again, as part of the parish of the Octagon. The       
adjoining school has been closed for many years, and is now a private house. 
 
After inspecting the potential operating position in the church, or its grounds, it 
was decided, with permission that we could instead operate from the village hall, 
just over the road from the church. This was much more convenient, with      
available space for antenna erection, and the hall has all facilities which we could 
use. I know one of the hall committee, so an agreement was reached for us to 
use the hall, free of charge. But later I did give a donation. 
 
Ralph and I met at 0900 at the hall, and were soon given the keys by the hall   
representative, and we began our setting up. Just one table and two comfortable 
chairs in the hall. Ralph had brought all of his own equipment, so setting up did 
not take long. The activity was due to start at 1000 and continue until 1600, so we 
were ready in plenty of time. The equipment used was a ICOM 7600, an Ampro 
pair for 80m and erected on a 10m high aluminium mast. Computer logging was 
used. Another vertical was also tried, but the Ampro was the better one.  
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We decided on 80m, as I remembered from previous years with CHOTA, that 
most activity took place there. We did check 40m but that appeared to be dead all 
day.  
 
We did not have 2m, but this might be useful if we decide to run this station again. 
We were surrounded by trees (part of Stansted forest) and this might have attenu-
ated our signals somewhat. 
 
We could not hear many stations all day, and the strongest ones we worked were 
running 300w or so. Don’t think conditions were that good on 80m, so the extra 
power was obviously a help.  
 
Although there were 21 UK stations registered on the CHOTA website, we did not 
hear many of those. All those we could hear, we worked., sometimes with great 
difficulty. 
 
The stations we did contact were GB0MDC in Milton Damerel, Devon, M3DPQ/P 
who was on Dunstable Downs, GB4TC Tickenham, North Somerset, GB2RCD at 
Dover, G3VFO in Battle, East Sussex, GB2SCC from Llandysul, Cardigan, West 
Wales, (the church was dedicated to Saints Quiricus and     Juliette).  
 
Rod G0ERS also called us on 80m, thanks Rod, although we weren’t that strong 
with him. 
 
Ralph’s rig has a built-in voice recorder, which he had set up beforehand with the 
callsign, and CQ calls, and this was very useful calling CQ, and saved our voices. 
We did a lot of CQing! 
 
Rod popped in to see us, and he took the opportunity to visit one of the            
Forestside people, who he knew. We were plagued by a pulsing noise on the 
band, which we wondered if it came from a farm we could see across the fields. 
The noise went up and down, although the band was still noisy. 
 
By about 1430, we weren’t hearing any stations on 80m, and 40m was still dead, 
so after a long series of CQ calls, we decided to finish early.  
 
It didn’t take long to dismantle everything (it never does), and by about 1500 we 
were packed up, hall locked, and ready to head home. Ralph to Clanfield, and 
myself to Bedhampton. The hall  representative arrived to retrieve the keys, and a 
small donation was handed over, for hall funds, as an appreciation for allowing us 
to use the hall. 
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When next year’s event comes around, it will be on September 10th, I 
will give plenty of notice, and maybe other members of HDARC might 
think about taking part from a church. It is a Saturday--only event, lasting 
for a maximum of 6 hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may be wondering why the HDARC Station Manager (Chris M0KTT) 
wasn’t there. It was because he was attending a weekend event with his 
Morris Minor on the Isle of Wight. 
 
 
73 de Stuart G0FYX and Ralph 2E0HES. 



Page 13 

HV CAApability PSU, part 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The need for power 
As I can't resist playing with old tech, I purchased an early 1970's, 2m 
valve transverter. These units were designed to be connected to the 
valve HF transceivers of the time to add 144 MHz capability on SSB 
and CW. However there's not much activity on those modes so I 
wanted to use it on FM, which would mean using a different radio and 
having to provide the high voltage power rails for the unit. I've also 
been playing round with various valve homebrew projects so a purpose
-built HV PSU would be a useful addition to the shack. 
 
What do we want! 
Excitation stages of valve equipment require HT voltages in the range 
150 to 300 volts. Medium power amplifier stages need voltages around 
600 to 800 volts (sometimes more!). Valve linear amplifiers often need 
a negative bias voltage of up to -100 volts. Valves, of course, need 
heater voltages, commonly 6 or 12 volts at several amps. 
 
One issue with building this sort of PSU these days is finding suitable 
mains transformers to provide the high voltages. One could use switch 
mode technology, but I wanted to keep things simple and in keeping 
with the valve era tech. I went on the scrounge and obtained an HV 
transformer that would provide about 200 watts, ample for the       
transverter. A second transformer from the junk box would give the 
bias and DC low tension supplies.  
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The available transformers required the following specification; 
 
An EHT of around 800V, off load, at up to 250mA. 
A variable HT of 150 to 300V at 250mA.  
A bias supply switchable  between -140V, -100V regulated and -45V. With 
a setting to provide a positive output at 100V regulated for testing lower 
voltage circuits. 
An AC heater supply at 6 and 12V RMS at up to 5A. 
I also included a DC supply at 12V regulated at 250mA / 17V unregulated. 
 

What's all this stuff about AC, Mike? 
Let's start at the beginning for those less experienced. The mains       
electricity supply in the UK is AC (Alternating Current) at 50 cycles per 
second (Hz). Years ago electricity was provided by local power stations 
and could be AC or DC. The AC was made by rotating machines so when 
the north pole of the rotor passed the fixed coils in the stator, the output 
will be a maximum positive voltage. As the magnet carries on round, the 
voltage drops to zero then builds up to a maximum negative voltage as 
the south pole of the magnet passes by. Now when a toaster or light bulb 
is connected to AC mains there will be 2 periods every 50th of a second 
when there is no voltage present and therefore no power. With DC the 
voltage is there all the time, so to have the same effect the peaks of the 
AC must be bigger to make up for the low period. To keep things simple 
for the consumers the voltage quoted for AC mains was the same as the 
equivalent DC voltage. Mathematically this is called RMS, which is the 
square root of the mean (average) value, which turns out to be 1.414 
times the DC equivalent. 
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Where do you 
start? 
Well the first     
problem  was 
t h a t                    
t h e            
transformer I 
was using for 

the bias supply only had a centre tapped 34V and a 14V RMS winding. 
Fine for a 12V DC output, but not very promising for a 100V supply, you 
may think. Well now, when the AC output is passed through a diode 
(which only conducts when its anode is more positive than its cathode), 
only the positive half of the waveform gets through. If a capacitor is      
connected from the diode to ground, it will charge up and maintain the 
voltage during the time the cycle is negative, a bit like a battery. In this 
way a DC supply can be provided. However its maximum value will be the 
peak, so our 34V winding will give 1.4 times that, so 48V. Not quite 100V. 
 
Now if the unit is switched on at the point where the sinewave is at max 
and the capacitor has no charge, in theory a huge amount of current could 
flow. In my youth I connected this circuit directly to the mains and when I 
switched on the resulting explosion was spectacular. Bits of the circuit 
were embedded in the ceiling. In this case the resistance of the          
transformer windings will limit the current to acceptable values, hopefully 
no bangs. Of course if you take any power from the circuit the voltage 
across the capacitor will start to drop down, causing a 50Hz ripple to     
appear on the output. 
 
Marvellous multiplication 

 
Brace yourself, this 
is hard. Now a    
capacitor takes time 
to charge up and 
discharge. We can 
exploit this to     
multiply the output 
voltage. 
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In the diagram, D1 and C1 are the simple diode and capacitor we just 
talked about. During the positive half cycle C1 will charge up to Vpeak. D1 
will have very little voltage across it (remember this!), so the rest of the 
circuit will do nothing. Point A will have the peak DC voltage. 
 
However when the peak has passed and the voltage starts to go down, D2 
will have its anode stuck up at Vpeak (held by C1) and so will conduct. As 
the input gets to zero C2 will have Vpeak across it (due to C1's charge), 
but the waveform carries on down to the negative peak, so C2 now has 2 
times Vpeak. We've made a voltage doubler! Of course you don't get 
something for nothing. Half the charge on C2 comes from C1 so it will take 
a few cycles before the full voltage is built up and if you try and take power 
from the circuit the voltage droop (ripple) will be even worse. 
 
But let's not stop there.  
C2 is not connected to the 'neg' terminal so the voltage across it is sort of 
backwards. We need a 'clever scheme' to get the charge on C2 to    
somewhere useful. We already know that whilst C1 is charging up, D1 has 
no voltage across it (because it's conducting). Therefore during this 
phase, D3 will conduct and the charge on C2 will pass to C3. We now 
have a situation where C3 has twice Vpeak and is in series with C1 which 
has Vpeak. That adds up to 3 times Vpeak. Wow, a voltage Tripler. 
 
Practical application 
So my pathetic 34V transformer now has the capability of: 34 x 1.414  x 3 
= 144 volts. After the diode drops it's actually 142V. Of course it won't give 
much current without a lot of voltage drop (and 50Hz ripple), but a 'Bias' 
supply doesn't need much power. A quick test showed that at 130mA the 
output had dropped to 124V and the ripple was 7.5V P to P. Time for a bit 
of regulation. If we aim for 104V volts out, the maximum volt drop across 
the regulator will be: 142 - 104 = 38V. 
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The venerable LM317 voltage regulator chip, in its bolt-on guise (TO220) 
is good for 2.5W dissipation (without a heat sink) and is specified at 37V 
max, however testing showed it works fine at 40V under no load          
conditions. At 100mA load the volt drop will be 124 - 104 = 20V, so the 
power dissipated will be 20V x 100mA = 2 watts. To reduce the 'setting' 
voltage to 53V a zener diode is used to 'jack up' the set point to 51V. 

Testing showed the output voltage remained the same from 0 to 100mA 
with no measurable ripple. Result! I had loads of 50V working 470uF    
capacitors in the junk box, so where I had 96V, two were used in series to 
give a value of 235uF at 100V. Resistors and an LED were fitted across 
the output to discharge and warn of high voltages. The circuit was built on 
matrix board and fitted into a piece of big conduit so it could be fixed    
upright on the chassis to make the most of the available height. It was 
sprayed it black to make it look more 1950 ish!                     Mike M0CAA-
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A QRO blast from the past. 
 
It’s been a year since I revalidated my 
licence and returned to the hobby after a 
break of 38 years – interrupted by the time 
and financial pressures of family and 
work. Our children left home many years 
ago, and I last worked two years ago, so 
the time had come to look at amateur  
radio again. The first weekend in         
September is the ‘big’ IARU region 1 2m 
contest. This contest also ran in the 1970s 

and back in March this year, I wondered if my homebrew 2m linear, lying in a tea 
chest for 38 years, could be brought back to life, and whether this could be done 
in the six months available before September? The answer was yes to both   
questions! 
 
It was used to work some reasonable DX in the contest, and on a sked the      
following week with Adrian G0WEJ, who was on holiday in Cornwall. The picture 
above shows the station comprising IC705, the self-contained single 4CX250B 
linear, and ancillaries. A 16 element Tonna antenna was used, at 25’ in the back 
garden. A brief account follows of how the linear came into existence, and the 
restoration project 
 
How the linear came into existence … 
In the 1970s, when class B licence holders were confined to 144MHz and        
frequencies above, SSB was taking over from AM as the voice mode for DX. 
Launched around 1973, the Liner 2 was the first affordable 2m SSB rig, and a 
‘two metre linear’ was on the wish list for many VHF contest and DX-minded clubs 
and individual class B licence holders. There were one or two commercially   
available models, but these were way out of budget for most amateurs. The 
Guildford and District Radio Society, of which I was one of the younger licensed 
members, set itself on building a linear. SK Peter Hopwood, G8CQM, who along 
with many others at the club at the time was a great inspiration to me, built the 
first iteration of the linear, based loosely on published designs. At the time, Lisle 
Street in what is now London’s Chinatown, was the place to go for many of the 
necessary components - sold at reasonable prices as ‘surplus’ or ‘ex-WD’. Peter 
worked in London, so that was convenient. I also recall several of the more      
experienced club members who helped Peter find the components and build and 
test the amplifier. 
 
The amplifier had limitations, including that the hand-made chassis wasn’t      
completely rigid. It used parallel tuned lines designed for push pull, but with a  
single valve. At some point in the mid 70s I bought the linear from Peter.        
Conveniently, electronics undergrads at Kent University, which by then I was, had  
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access to sheet metal and machining tools, could buy materials required for home 
projects for modest sums, and could benefit from the knowledge of the workshop 
technicians. I made a new chassis and the metalwork for a new, single ended, 
anode circuit, and reused other components from Peter’s amplifier. The power 
supply was bare basics, no interlocks and no attention to electrical safety. It was 
possible to touch the HT, you had to remember to take great care. Not something 
I’d permit today. 
 
…  1970s operations – former glories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Used the linear with a KW2000A transceiver, homebrew and commercial       
transverters, and 14 element yagis at 60ft, from a good site at the University in 
Canterbury, G3UKC/G8KUC was consistently placed well in VHF contests. We 
won the RSGB Thorogood Trophy as the top placed UK station in the IARU    
Region 1 contest in September 1977 (left – pen tip), and runner-up position using 
my own callsign in 1979 (also left). The linear was also used to good effect by the 
Guildford and District Radio Society, G6GS/P, for a few years on VHF NFDs,  
operating from a field at Newlands Corner, on the North Downs ridge just east of 
Guildford. Happy days indeed. 
 
Restoration project  
When the linear came out of the tea chest in March 2021, it didn’t look good. In 
fact, it looked terrible. Over the years the tea chest, with its heavy content (the 
mains transformer alone weighs 12kg), had been bumped through 3 house 
moves, stored in damp garages, and inhabited by generations of mice families. It 
was indescribably filthy. It would need a strip down, a thorough clean, and the 
power supply would need a complete rebuild, not least because the electrolytics 
were 40 years old (plus however long they’d been in storage before finding their 
way to Lisle Street!). And the design needed to be electrically safe.  
 
On inspection, it looked as if the chassis and machined metal RF components 
could be cleaned up. The amplifier was dismantled down to the last 4BA screw 
and nut (main chassis, right) to allow for its cleaning, and for a re-spray of the 
front panel in its bright 1970’s orange. The Gardener mains transformer and    
Eimac SK-600 valve base – key components for re-use - were removed, checked,  
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and found to be good. The remainder of the power supply, and the control       
circuitry was condemned, but not before the circuit diagram was fully captured.  
 

Replacement power supply and control 
circuitry was built in 3 plastic project 
boxes. A large box housed the Anode 
supply and stacked on top of this is a 
second large box (shown below, with 
the lid off) housing the grid, screen 
grid, and low voltage supplies, plus a 
100v supply required by the two coax 
relays. This second large box houses 
the heater interlock – the heater needs 
2 minutes to warm up before the valve 
is put into transmit. A small axial fan 
draws air through the two large boxes. 

A third smaller box houses another interlock, there to protect the screen grid 
should the anode supply fail. It also houses the PTT interface to the IC705, the 
PTT line of which is unable to sink enough current to pull in the main tx/rx relay. 
Electrical safety is much improved, On air – September 2021 
 
Initial RF tests into a dummy load indicated lower than expected output power – 
about 140w out for 400w in, though it is possible / likely the power meter reads 
low for higher powers. On air testing using Rob’s SDR as the receiver indicated at 
least 200w out, 13 – 14 dB above the barefoot IC705 10w. It also indicated    
splatter-free transmission. The maximum RF output is close to, but not quite on 
the anode current dip, indicating perhaps some neutralisation may needed. 
Something to look at in the future. The first SSB QSO followed on 31 August – 
G4ELI near Falmouth, over 300km. His class B had been G8IQM, the serial after 
mine!  In giving away points in the Region 1 contest, best DX was 650km, into 
France northwest of Basle. An EA at 1,000 km on the north coast of Spain got 
away. No complaints of splatter from the Purbrook club, under ten miles away and 
line of sight. A particular pleasure to work the Guildford Club, G6GS/P, with Peter 
G4YPC on the mike, another of the younger members of the club in the 1970s. 
The sked on Monday 6 September with Adrian, G0WEJ, in rare IN79 square on 
the Lizard, went to plan with a report of 54 received and 51/52 given. 315km. 
though with any 1.6kV PSU, due care must be taken.  
What next? 
I have a couple of final mods to do on the linear, then at least one more 1970s 
legacy rebuild in mind. I’m also looking for a software-based project. Amateur  
radio is a broad hobby, and for what it’s worth I’m always more than happy to 
share my areas of experience in VHF/UHF, contesting and construction. 
 
73 and good DX de Martin G8IQL 
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 GB4MHR – Railways-On-The-Air 2021 
 
After a long absence we returned to Ropley for the 2021 Railways on the 
Air (ROTA) Special Event, for the 25/26th September; myself, Ralph 
2E0HES, Alan, 2E0FEZ and Pete M3DCJ  set up on the Friday, about 
noon. 
 
We used the club’s Icom IC718 for HF, and the Kenwood dual bander   
TM-D700E for VHF, antennas being an OCF (off-centre fed) dipole for 80 
through 10 metres, and the usual collinear for VHF 2m FM 
. 
Setting up the masts for the dipole, and mounting the collinear, was 
straight forward enough, but for some reason I couldn’t get the MFJ 993 
autotuner to operate. Time was getting on so I left it until Saturday     
morning to look at it, and after double checking all the connections it 
sprang into life. During set up on Friday I made contact with G7RRQ, who 
was just outside Salisbury, so propagation on 2m looked promising. 
 
On the Saturday, first qso on HF was with Giles,G0NXA at Tewkesbury, 
followed by Chris ON3 RMB in Belgium. Inter-G was steady throughout 
the day, ranging from the Scottish Borders, down through Yorkshire and to 
Cornwall, via quite a few other counties, and one Irish station, GI0NCA/P. 
Pete M3DCJ stayed with us the whole day, and made some contacts on 
VHF. Jon , now M0VVX, called in to see us in the afternoon. He lives    
locally. 
 
After midday several European stations got in the log, ON4BW John, 
5B4VL Andreas (Cyprus), and Pamela OE6 BID/P (Austria), a SOTA    
station who was located 1400 metres ASL apparently. Seven other ROTA 
station came on, GB4LHR, GB2KDR, GB0BOX, GB0WHR, GB4EOR, 
GB0HBL and GB0LMR. 
 
First in the log on VHF was Dennis 2E0DNN at Locks Heath, followed by 
Mike M0CAA, and Sue M0BOZ, and Mark 2E0TXZ who was at the club’s 
other special event station at Stansted Light Railway. Steve GB4BCR at 
Babbacombe Cliff Railway, in South Devon, is a regular contact on ROTA 
for us on 2m. We also spoke to Barry M0IOW on the Isle of Wight. We 
shut the station down on Saturday around 15.30. 
 
Weather was much better on Sunday, Saturday being somewhat overcast, 
I was joined by Ralph 2E0HES soon after 0900. VHF was fairly quiet, only  
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nine stations copied, furthest being Tony 2E0AJG at Andover and Kevin 
2E1KJB on the IOW. A very welcome (and very rare!) visitor to the event 
on Sunday afternoon was our illustrious chairman Ken G0JWL. 
 
HF started on Sunday with a call into the Top Band net, run by Stuart 
G0FYX, and Dennis 2E0DNN was heard. We then switched to 80m, and 
Howard G3YZY went into the log, and after several more inter G        con-
tacts we switched to 40m, with Yves in Leuven Belgium, followed  by 
Linda, GB2MGN another ROTA station. The last HF station we spoke to 
was of interest, Tor LA6KOA, way up in the north of Norway, well inside 
the Arctic Circle, worked on 17m. Frank G0LFI and Christine 
M6UBI arrived early afternoon, also Stuart G0FYX. We started to break 
the station down around 1600 local time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conditions on both days were far from good, lots of QRM  and QSB but 
the event went well, and we enjoyed ourselves. Ropley is a lovely exam-
ple of a rural steam railway station. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Pete M3DCJ and 
Chris M0KTT 

Chris M0KTT and Jon M0VVX 
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Sunday team: G0JWL, M6UBI, G0LFI, 2E0HES, G0FYX 

I would like to give my thanks to all who attended, and gave their time to 
put the event on, and I would like to extend a really big thank you to Helen 
Broadbent, the MHR’s Events Manager, who could not have been more 
helpful and welcoming of us. 
 
Chris M0KTT, HDARC Station Manager 
 
 
 

Ropley Station 
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GB1SLR 
Rod G0ERS 

There initially proved to be some uncertainty over the permission to operate 
GB4MHR from Ropley station.  An approach was therefore made to the operators 
of the Stansted Light Railway which runs through the grounds of Stansted House. 
 
This passenger carrying railway operates over a ½ mile circuit through           
landscaped gardens and is built to run on track of 7 1/4” gauge. Both live steam 
and diesel outline locomotives are in use. 
 
Full permission having been granted, Ralph 2E0HES and Mark 2E0TXZ, together 
with Rod G0ERS, arrived on a day of uncertain weather. The station was quickly 
put together and operation commenced. 
 
The railway staff had prepared an operating position for us on the open platform 
where we would be in full view of everybody. 
 
Using both speech and FT8 modes on both the 2 metres and HF bands, around 
60 contacts were made during the 6 hours of operation. As the afternoon wore on, 
the weather decided to turn wet and a tarpaulin canopy was soon erected to  
shelter the operating position and equipment from some light drizzle. 
 
As a consequence of the poor weather, visitor numbers to the railway were down 
from expected levels. Several members of the public did visit us including one 
who was an ex-Navy Radio Officer. 
 
Sincere thanks are due to Ralph who provided much of the equipment that was 
used, and Mark for supplying the all important 2 Metre white stick although it was 
camouflaged Hi Hi  
 
All things considered, we must have done alright since we have been invited back 
for a repeat operation next year!  
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Horndean & District A.R.C Information. 
 

 
 
 
 
Club Call signs     G4FBS (Held by MØKTT);   G6RST (Held by G4WQZ) 
 
Club Website        http://www.hdarc.co.uk 
                    (Maintained by Neil 2E0LNX ) 
 
Club Groups.io site  Administrator is Stuart GØFYX 
 

Club Facebook Page   https://www.facebook.com/hdarc1975/ 

Club Twitter  Account       @HorndeanARC 
 
Club Meetings       Held at Deverell Hall, 84 London Rd, Purbrook,  
    Waterlooville, Hants. PO7 5JU, on the 1st and 
                               3rd Friday of each month. Commencing at 1900. 
 
Club Nets              All times are local and frequencies plus/minus QRM. 
 
Sunday                  0900 CW until about 0930 then SSB on 1950 kHz. 
                               Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX 
 
                               2000 FM 433.450 MHz 
                               Net controller:- John G4WQZ 
 
Monday                1930 SSB 1950kHz 
                              Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX 
 
Wednesday & Friday 
                             1930 FM 145.375 MHz 
                             Net controller:- John G4WQZ 
 
Club Membership 
 
Joining fee £2 . Annual fee £26. Those aged 10-18 pay half this rate, and  
under 10’s have free junior membership. For Europe and rest of the World 
fees please contact the Membership Secretary. All annual fees payable on      
November 1st. If fees not paid by the following January 31st, membership is ended. 

https://www.facebook.com/hdarc1975/


CLUB NEWS/DIARY      Compiled by Stuart G0FYX 
 

News of club members 
Thank you to those who attended the AGM last Friday. The committee 
remain unchanged, except that Stuart G0FYX has stepped down after 30 
years as club secretary, to be replaced by Ralph 2E0HES. Stuart and 
Ralph have been working together to ensure a smooth handover. Stuart 
received a long service certificate and a gift voucher. Alan 2E0FEZ is now 
membership secretary. 
 
Club Subs 
As Bill mentioned in his report, HDARC subscriptions for the coming year 
remain at £26, and due from November 1st, and you will be able to pay at 
the next club meeting. Please pay by cash or cheque made payable to 
HDARC. If you prefer to pay by bank transfer our details are: sort code 
30.98.97 and account number 51264560. Please put your name or      
callsign as a reference. 
 
Awards given out at the AGM:: 
The Harold Newton award to Adrian G0WEJ 
Certificates of merit to Rod G0ERS, Rob M0RZF and John G4WQZ (not 
present). 
The Alan Blake Memorial Trophy (training) to Frank G0LFI  
The John Taylor-Cram Scribe Award, HDARC trophy and the G4BEQ CW 
achievement award to Mike M0CAA. 
Adrian was also presented with the HDARC club award, for contacting 15 
club stations on VHF. See the website for details of the club awards. 
https://www.hdarc.co.uk/info/ 
Congratulations to all winners and finalists. The minutes of the AGM will 
be in the next journal in January. 
 
If anyone wants any items ordered from the RSGB shop please let me 
know. Just to remind you that we get a good discount, even on members 
prices, and free postage as long as 10 or more items are ordered. My   
details are on the committee list. 
. 
Diary 
November 5th Club night plus training. No fireworks at the Hall though! 
November 19th Club night plus training 
December 3rd Club night plus training 
December 17th Club night, plus training plus mince pies and a quiz 
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