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Editorial
Hiya Folks
Hope everyone is well and them who are not
we hope you get well soon.
I would like to thank everyone for their kind
comments regarding my revelation about
leaving the editorial at 50 issues. This wasn't
a decision I made overnight, it was thought out with the idea I could learn
another role within the club, not 100% sure of the total plan but it will
come to me I’m sure, Anyway I’m looking out for the next journal editor,
so if you think you would like to take this role please get in touch; I will
help with training on the various software I use and can supply the
software as well.
As you read this journal you will see we have been playing catch up on
some articles which have been interesting to read. And I would like to say
thank you to all them who have given me articles so far, and don’t panic if
you don’t see them, they will be published. And yep you know what
comes next I still need more folks !!!
We are now coming to the better weather in the year (well we can hope)
and the club will start the usual activities and get everything ready for the
summer. There is plenty of work that is needed up at the fort, antennas
need looking at, the shed and caravan need maintenance, and the site
needs to be more active when the work has been done.
Also those who have been attending the club, you will notice there has
been a lot of training; this is for both the foundation and intermediate
licences, and I believe their exams will be following shortly, so I would like
to wish them all the best and hopefully hear some new call signs soon.
Anyway, take care until next time
73
Sean M0XAN
Journal Editor HDARC
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NIGEL M0NAF
Simon and I met Nigel and became very good friends through our other
hobby of Photography when he joined the Marwell Photographic Group in
2010. Being the professional photographer Nigel was always keen to give
support and help others who were new to the digital camera era. We spent
many happy hours together whilst on group activities photographing many
subjects including a visit to Marwell Zoo itself at 08.30hrs on a Saturday
before the general public were allowed in.
The three of us would spend many happy photo sessions together away
from the camera club and on Sunday 5th August 2012 we attended the
Selsey Lifeboat open/gala day. There were lots of attractions to film on
land and at sea throughout the day with several helicopter rescues taking
place; this allowed fantastic photos to be taken by the three of us.
Nigel had other friends who were also into Photography, one of whom
belonged to the Selsey photographic club; it later transpired that Simon
and I knew the friend as well, what a small world as they say. When the
Marwell Photographic Group held their first annual Photo Exhibition of
members work, the special display boards used were hired from the
Selsey Camera Club. With his friend being the Chairman of that club the
three of us worked together and made by prior agreement with the
Chairman and the caretaker
of the college where the
stands were stored, to
collect and transport the
boards etc in his estate car
all the way from Selsey on
the Friday morning across
to Marwell and back after
the exhibition had finished
on the Sunday. Nigel used
his own stands in the main
entrance to the exhibition to
display some of his work
using both prints and digital
images that were displayed
on a screen via his laptop.
See picture.
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For a couple of year’s prior to this, help was given to us on behalf of the
Marwell Photographic Group by Christine M6UBI and Frank G0LFI, who
was able to use either his work van or own car, whichever was available at
that time, to help with transporting.
Nigel was a volunteer on the Watercress Line and was based mainly at the
Alresford Station. He loved dressing up in his guard’s uniform and the kids
always called him the Fat Controller especially on the special weekends
that Thomas the Tank Engine was brought out from his shed which was
stored at the Ropley Station Yard. (The photo on the front cover shows
Nigel on duty at the platform wearing his uniform.) He also helped out on
busy days in the ticket office, or serve customers in the main shop, all of
which meant he could speak with the general public and their families.
Another part of his life on the railway was that he got to work in the signal
box, or he would help with track maintenance, oversee any works that
were required to be done and on one occasion he walked the track for
several miles between stations when the signal boxes were down. He was
actually studying to become a signalman right up to the time the cancer
was first diagnosed and thereafter for a short time between his treatment
sessions.
He had an interest with regards communications and having realised mine
and Simon’s other hobby whilst talking on a break during a camera club
meeting, was keen after
visiting the club on a talk
given by a friend of his to do
with the Meon Valley
Railway, was soon joining in
with club activities. Simon
and I don’t really know what
had happened next nor did
he, but suddenly found
himself on a Foundation
Level course taking an
exam and passing moving
on straight away to obtain
his Intermediate licence and
p as s ing . P hot og r ap h y
became a second passion for a while. I have attached a photo showing
Nigel on his FL course operating the radio as part of his practical
elements. See above, with tutor John Ash.
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During the months that came and went Nigel wanted to give something
back to the club and hobby. We had just lost one of our assessors, who
had died suddenly at home, which left several candidates studying to do
the Intermediate licence without an instructor to get them ready for a
booked examination. He then volunteered to help other candidates coming
into the hobby at Foundation level so helped on course days by covering
sections of the syllabus using PowerPoint, mainly on his love of antennas,
propagation and the operating practices and procedures.
The HDARC owns a caravan and trailer mast which is stored on the
parade ground at Fort Widley. Massive alterations to the caravan itself
were about to take place so it could be used as a mobile/radio shack.
Nigel used to work at a large caravan centre and was familiar with all
aspects of its structure, build, to end product. A large majority of the
planned works to the club’s caravan involved structure, so Nigel’s
knowledge on what we could or could not do was paramount. He spent
many happy hours helping to do the modifications working with Simon and
other members who were free at that time. For the years that followed and
now, when operating special events for the club, Nigel will always be a
part of this and a constant reminder of his many skills and his
professionalism. Without his help the works required would have been
more difficult.
Nigel became good friends with Mike Parkin G0JMI who has his own
business (Alton Antennas), for which Nigel spent many happy hours
learning from and purchasing antennas to experiment with. We remember
taking him to many rallies with the help of Frank and Christine who
provided transport and he would come away with another antenna to
experiment with. He would say “Don’t know what my son Matthew will say
when I get home” “what another antenna?”. Nigel even tried hiding one in
a bag which looked like a camera’s tripod case, but Mathew knew
differently as to its contents.
As RNARS members and regular shack users, Simon and I would take
Nigel along to the RNARS HQ where he made many friends. As quite a
few of those who attended are also members of HDARC he had the
privilege to meet them all again on HDARC club nights. Nigel was soon to
become a member of the RNARS and was keen to help whenever he
could, as he became familiar with the equipment and general running of
the shack was made a key holder and soon after was a RNARS
committee member. He would visit the RNARS shack several times during
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any given week when it was not occupied by others just to be on his own
and make contacts with others all around the world using GB3RN. This
gave him an excellent opportunity to gain more operating experience on
the radios.
Doug G4BEQ, who was the RNARS Chairman, asked if he would consider
taking on the role of Shack Manager, which he agreed to do once he had
obtained his Advanced licence, which he was studying for at the time. He
had great intentions of gaining a pass to fulfil his goal of completing all
three levels within the first year of studying. Due to other commitments he
had to transfer the exam date by an additional month to fit in with his
availability which meant it would extend to 13 months, as another RNARS
and HDARC club member at that time was about to sit his Advanced
Exam during December 2012 at the RNARS HQ, which is an RSGB
approved Exam centre. I was able to get permission from Joe Kirk G3ZDF
(who is the current Exam Sec there) for the RNARS to allow Nigel to sit his
exam on that date. Both passed, which was great news for all concerned.
The ATV Group were users of the shack, as the ATV repeater had been
re-built and installed inside. Nigel got involved with this side of the hobby
too and it wasn’t long before the RNARS shack was a hive of activity.
Nigel thought this a great time and opportunity to take on the role as shack
manager which he did with enthusiasm. He eventually over saw the
operating of the HMS Collingwood Open Day and worked with the ATV
Group to get activities streamed live via the internet using ATV equipment.
He did a fantastic job in making sure whatever took place within the
RNARS ran smoothly.
Many naval personnel wanted to do the Foundation course and later the
other levels but as the RNARS had no instructors/assessors of their own
Nigel agreed to work with Simon on a Tuesday in the shack on behalf of
HDARC together with other active members present to help them achieve
this goal. Many of those candidates carried on to do the Intermediate level.
Nigel held many NOV’s during his membership with the HDARC as it was
important to him that the club was to involve itself with special events that
involved the public visiting. All intended to attract more into the hobby
especially the younger generation. He worked closely with Chris M0KTT
the club’s station manager on the running of the events and would help to
transport or loan equipment where he thought it prudent. The special
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events included “Museums on the Air” so the club ran GB0RMM (Royal
Marines Museum, Southsea), GB2WRM (the World War 1 Museum at Fort
Widley), and a few Scout/Cub events. One day whilst working at the
Watercress Line, Nigel realised that “Railways on the Air” was another
special event commemorated each year with other railways around the
world so immediately made enquiries with his boss to see if HDARC could
run a station somewhere on the line between Alresford and Alton. The
word soon spread and he found out that Keith, who is the Station Master
at Medstead and Four Marks station is a licensed Radio Amateur so
through Nigel’s help HDARC were granted permission to operate a special
event station from the waiting room on the down line each year. Nigel took
on the NOV and during 2015 the railway was celebrating its 150th
Anniversary so the club held two weekend sessions using GB150MHR.
These couple of photos
were taken during some
of the events.

The club also involved itself in
raising money for club funds by
selling surplus gear at a rally. Nigel
got involved in this too and used to
help on the stall at the Flight
Refuelling Rally held each year at
Merley. The club also ran a SES
each year at the QE Show/Wood
Fair which was held on the slopes of
Butser near Petersfield. Nigel would help with setting up, operating,
speaking with the general public and the dismantling of equipment after
and on many occasions help to deliver it all back to the club’s store for
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safe keeping. He loaned many bits of his own radio equipment for use as
a trial/experiment to see how certain items worked. He enjoyed the
construction side of the hobby too and built several different projects to
meet his requirements and would put them into the HDARC annual
constructor’s award.
Sadly as Nigel’s health deteriorated he couldn’t always get to the RNARS
shack or visit the HDARC as he was ill from the effects of treatment; this
frustrated him immensely, but all the time fought to get back. Nigel did
slow down a lot but never allowed himself to be beaten by anything. Even
when others were poorly or needed help he would always put them first
regardless of how he felt. He was in a lot of pain but suffered in silence on
many occasions even though we knew him well enough to read the signs.
He was a kind and gentle man who never thought ill of anyone.
Nigel was admitted to Southampton General many times during the latter
part of 2016 and was kept in for a mixture of treatment and physio. During
this time he was visited by family members, friends including Russ
G4SAQ, a HDARC member; this he enjoyed very much. Not long after, he
had to purchase a mobility scooter as he couldn’t walk far, but was very
much determined to attend the RNARS AGM held at HMS Collingwood in
October 2016, as he was still the shack manager, In September, Nigel
surprised those members, who were busy operating the special event
weekend Gb4MHR on the Watercress Line, by attending with the help of
his son Matthew. Sadly this was the last venue that he was able to attend.
His health deteriorated far quicker than we or his family expected, and as
a result Nigel was admitted back to the Southampton General hospital in
November where Chris M0KTT, Simon G0IEY and I visited him; he
seemed ok and we had a few laughs, but a few days later was transferred
to the Countess Mountbatten Hospice.
Simon, Frank, Christine and I visited him on Sunday 27th November and
all the family were there; he had the vicar from his local church giving
communion so we had to wait for permission by the family to enter his
room. It was a great shock to witness that he was in a coma, and although
he responded by moving and trying to speak when we spoke to him, could
do nothing more. We stayed for around an hour, and then left. It was such
a sad experience, and took a long time for me to recover from seeing him
like that. Later that evening I received a text message from his daughter
Claire to say that he had just passed away peacefully.
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His funeral took place on the 12th December 2016 at St Peter’s Church in
Bishops Waltham, where he attended regularly. This was followed by a get
together in the church hall. Committal was at the Portchester Crematorium
and was a family only affair. It was a lovely service and his daughter read
out a beautiful eulogy that she or all the family had written. Sadly I haven’t
been able to obtain a copy to include with this article. The last hymn sung
by the congregation was “Hark The Herald Angel’s Sing as this was one of
Nigel’s favourites. Donations were requested by the family in memory of
Nigel to be given to the Countess Mountbatten Hospice who had been
caring for him at the end.
Simon and I picked up John G4WQZ en route to the church, and on arrival
met up with Dave G8PUO who had known Nigel for a long time whilst
visiting and helping at Collingwood with ATV repeater and training of
candidates etc. We found Nigel’s regular drinking and eating
establishment and had a superb coffee; the owner was sad to hear of
Nigel’s passing and as a result poured out a tot glass of his best whisky
which Nigel liked, so we could toast Nigel with the owner. For those of us
who were driving the coffee was adequate to toast with.
The months are passing but the memories we have of Nigel stay on in our
hearts and thoughts, we miss him dearly as do those who were close to
him. He touched so many and had a special bond with his family and in
particular his two older grandchildren. His youngest son Chris who lives in
the West Country had a young son of around 6-7 months whom Nigel also
doted on.
You were a great friend Nigel we will miss you.
REST IN PEACE
Julia & Simon
xxxxx
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Nigel Auckland M0NAF.
(Submitted by Doug G4BEQ)
Nigel M0NAF (who died on the 27th November 2016) was a
dedicated and hard working member of the RNARS.
Nigel was a great believer that it is what you put into a club not what
you take out; he religiously followed this principle from the day he
enrolled into the society.
Nigel joined the RNARS on the 11th February 2012. He was
introduced into the fold at HMS Collingwood by two RNARS
members who had overheard a remark made that he would like to
be involved in communications. On being introduced to the shack
and its members, together with being briefed on how to obtain a
licence, he immediately signed up and became a regular visitor. He
was determined to obtain his full licence within a year but due to
examination dates it took 13 months.
Having now obtained his full licence, and being fully familiar with all
the equipment, he was made a key holder and spent many hours
operating GB3RN and partaking in all the activities arranged by the
HQ team. He also became very involved in the training of others
taking their Foundation licence.
He became a committee member and took over the duties of Shack
Manager, which he undertook with great enthusiasm.
He was responsible for much of the work carried out to modernise
the shack, as well as being very involved with setting up the D Star
repeater.
He will be greatly missed and remembered with much affection.
RIP Nigel.

Page 11

HDARC CHRISTMAS SOCIAL
It was the club’s annual Christmas Dinner on Friday December 9th 2016
and for the third year in succession was held at the Southwick Park Golf Club.
The venue was supported by club members, family and friends. I thank
John Gordon from Nevada for supporting the club’s function together with
André, who travelled from Worthing.
It was great to have club member Dave Williams G8PUO attending with
his young daughter Kiana; Dave had travelled the day before all the way
from his home in Eastbourne. This was his first time at a club social and
lovely to have his daughter in attendance; Kiana was allowed to play on
the skittle alley until it was time for the meal to be served. She had a great
time.
Our neighbours Hannah and Louis supported the Christmas social for the
third year running for which we are grateful, as they also support the
skittles night event each year too.
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Most importantly I thank all the members who attend with their family and
or brought guests along, without these to boost the numbers for the
evening the event may not be as enjoyable. Everybody mixes in and gets
on with having fun, which has always been my intention. It is the best way
for those who are not actually licensed to meet up and become friends.
The tables were very festive and the food, as usual, plentiful. More was
brought out upon request if needed. The staff were very attentive and we
were well looked after throughout.
The 2017 Skittles night is now booked with menus available from me upon
request, details of which are included in a separate article somewhere in
this journal (see page 15).
I have included photos of the evening’s activities.
Thank You
Julia G0IUY
HDARC Social Secretary
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HDARC CHRISTMAS PARTY & MUSIC NIGHT DEC 2016
The last club meeting of 2016 took place at Deverell Hall in Purbrook on
the evening of Friday December 16th. We generally have mince pies and a
final get together before Christmas as some members cannot attend the
club’s annual dinner.
One of our members, John M0HTE, who plays a clarinet, is in a band who
get together regularly in Gosport, John volunteered some of his group to
come along and give the membership some light hearted old time music
and traditional carols to round off a good year for the club.
The music lasted for about
30 minutes and was followed
by a Christmas Quiz run by
myself and Christine M6UBI.
The questions were varied
between general knowledge
and a specialist subject that
Christine provided.
The whole evening went well
and fun was had by all.
The quiz was won by our
webmaster Neil M6LPI, so
congratulations to him.
I have included a photo of the musicians in action, but sadly none were
taken of the quiz.
I hope the membership had a good Christmas and that we will be seeing
you at the club soon, especially now the nights are getting better.
Sadly the annual interclub quiz night didn’t take place in January so it is
hoped to be re-scheduled for middle of the year.
Watch this space.
Julia G0IUY
HDARC Social Secretary
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HDARC SKITTLES NIGHT APRIL 2017
The HDARC will be holding its annual Skittles Night on Friday April 28th at
our usual venue, which is the Southwick Park Golf Club.
The menu with date and food options (1 or 2 course) is now available from
me together with final costs. Stuart has sent an e-mail to the club’s current
membership enclosing a copy of the menu to look at. I apologise to any
new members if you haven’t received an e-mail version to look at; please
let me know if you are interested and I will send you a copy or will have
spares with me at the club meetings.
This venue is an ideal opportunity for guests attending to mingle and chat
with each other, which is why the venue is not restricted to just club
members. In the past there have been between 40-45 guests attending.
There are prizes to be won and a raffle which is held at the end of the
evening.
Please look in your diary to see if you can join us and let me know ASAP
so I can reserve your places. I require all food orders and monies to be
returned to me no later than the first club night meeting in April. This will
allow me the time I need to collate the food orders ready for the chef to
place his order with supplier.
Julia G0IUY
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HDARC TRAINING 2017
As the HDARC Exam Secretary I received, via e-mail, an enquiry from a
prospective candidate during August 2016 to ask if the club was running a
Foundation course in the near future. He lived in Croydon but could not
find a local exam centre or club that could help him.
The HDARC was about to start a course, so I contacted him with details
but thought as the trip to Waterlooville in Hampshire might be too far for
him to travel on a regular basis, and was pleasantly surprised when he
responded by return to say he would like to be included on my list. He
currently travels twice a month to do his training and will be taking his
examination at the beginning of April 2017.
Another enquiry came a
short while ago from
another candidate who
was about to sign up to
do
an
on-line
Foundation Course but
needed an Exam Centre
or club to take him
through the practical
tasks. He arrived at one
of our training sessions
and started on the
practical tasks that were
in operation on that night
for the other candidate,
and soon realised that
with the PowerPoint
sessions in between that
this was a far better
option for him than doing an on-line course. He said to have the
interactivity between tutor and candidate was more important for him as he
needed flexibility to ask questions and get an instant reply or receive
further help.
He is doing very well and we hope won’t be too long before he can sit his
examination.
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The club also started an Intermediate course after Christmas, and had far
more candidates on the waiting list than could be taken on course 1, so
even though some of the practicals have been done by everyone, we have
had to split the course into two sessions. Some will be ready to sit their
exams when the Foundation candidate does his in April, and the rest will
do theirs with the other Foundation candidate later.
The current Foundation candidates are eager to continue on with the next
level, so we should be able to include them on the next course.
I have included a couple of images showing some of the activities that the
two levels are currently achieving.
If there are any other candidates interested in taking on the hobby of
Amateur Radio in the near future then please contact me as the club’s
Examination Secretary ASAP so we can add you to the waiting list, and
start planning a suitable start date with the tutor. If you have a training
book, regardless of level, please make a start just reading through it for
now; we have volunteers who are happy to mentor with any areas that you
might be struggling with. When the HDARC starts any course we aim to
have all the candidates at the same level from the start, this means that
they don’t struggle with the syllabus during sessions.
Julia G0IUY
Hon. Exam Sec
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The Travails of a Foundationer – Part 4

by Bill M6BBB

Oooh, big excitement – Tuesday, the 17th of January 2017. Today, I am
going to get my first decent antenna erected. Because I don’t trust myself
up a ladder, I’ve got a young lad coming to install it – I’ve used him before;
he put my scanmaster antenna up about a year ago. I’ve arranged to
work from home today so that I can show him where it needs to go, and
also have a good bash on the radio – it’s quite possible not a lot of work
will get done.
It’s Eight AM, my phone goes, I can see it’s the aerial man – obviously
phoning to confirm his arrival time.
Oh no! Disaster, he has toothache, and has got an appointment at 0900,
he won’t be able to make it today.
Drat. We agree 1400hrs the next day. I decide to go to work.
The next day; I go to work for the morning, and come home for lunch. The
Aerial Man, James, arrives on the dot at 1400 – thankfully. It takes about
an hour to get the antenna up, luckily I used the correct end of the coax –
the one that had been weatherproofed. All connected up, I fired up the
FT8900R and put out my first call to IW. Sadly I didn’t make a note of who
the first responder was, it was either Pete M1PVF or Joe G6RTE both
regular users of IW – both reported a very strong signal with Pete saying
that I had nearly blown out the windows in his car. Luckily I had made
sure that I was transmitting on 5 watts (the lowest power on the 8900). It
was good that the aerial man was still with me, I was delighted that I got a
response on my first call, and was able to show him how it worked – I
don’t think he was interested in becoming a radio ham himself though.
At the date of writing (the 11th of Feb) it’s almost a month since I’ve had
the antenna installed. The next door neighbour noticed it within a few
days and mentioned that she was getting interference on her telly. Upon
further questioning, it turns out that she has been getting the interference
for the last year or more. I’ll hazard a guess that it isn’t me causing it.
Since installation I am now easily able to take part in a number of nets; I
had problems with the 70cm Horndean net on Sunday evening where I
was only able to hear Rob M0RZF. I had a similar problem on the
Chichester net on a Tuesday evening, but after playing with my squelch
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the situation improved and I could hear all but one participant. The 2m
Horndean net was much more successful, where I only had problems
hearing Stuart G0FYX – I could hear everybody else quite clearly. I know
that I can take part on the Thursday evening IoWRS net but for the last 5
and next 3 weeks I am on a course at St Vincents on Thursdays, and so
can’t take part in that net – Frustrating, I actually considered giving up the
course for that. I’ve had some excellent conversations on the Chichester
net with Dave G0BVV, Jim G6XRH and John G4ZTQ – from whom I have
received a QSL card. I felt quite embarrassed that I wasn’t set up to give
one in return, but please know John that I was delighted to meet you and
receive your card.
My station log has filled its first page, and I am also using QRZ to record
contacts but really only distant ones, much of my stuff is via either the IoW
or Chichester repeaters. In the mornings during the week at about 0600 I
generally go for a walk; it is only a couple of miles from home down to the
waterfront at the Gosport Ferry. Because I play Pokemon Go on the way it
takes me about 50 minutes to do the two miles, and that includes a brief
stop at the waterfront to survey the scene. Also during that 50 minutes I
take part in the “#Breakfastclub” (for those who don’t use twitter, the #
denotes a hashtag, a more readily searchable term on twitter). A group of
a number of amateurs who are either on their way to work or just looking
to get on the air, regular members are Peter 2E1PHW, Dave G7EPE, Ian
G4YVZ, and others such as Craig 2E1FQH who dip in and out every so
often. The breakfastclub is done via my Baofeng UV5r, which I am finding
to be a real work horse, and very much worth the money.
I look back to my first days really not that long ago to just after I had
passed my Foundation Licence, I was nervous about pressing the PTT, I
was embarrassed that I couldn’t remember callsigns upon hearing them
for the first time, fearing that the person at the other end would be
annoyed that I couldn’t remember their callsign. I feel that things are
much different now, even if I don’t remember the callsign, moments such
as now, where I am sat at my desk writing this with my scanner working
and my FT8900R set to the IoW and Chichester repeaters, and indeed
have just had a brief chat with Peter M1PVF who is off go-kart racing for
the afternoon, it was a relaxed easy going chat – which is exactly as it
should be. Later this afternoon, I shall be reading a bit more of the
intermediate book, playing with a couple of circuits and may even try a bit
of soldering. I’m not sure if it is appropriate to refer to these articles as the
travails of a foundationer. I may have to think of a name change.
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The Radio Amateur by Doug G4BEQ

Part 1

Ask most people of my vintage "What is a radio amateur" and it's a fair bet
that the answer will contain a reference to Tony Hancock, and what a
delightful programme "The Radio Ham" was.
Amateur radio as a hobby is as old as radio itself, and since there were no
radio professionals in the beginning it is arguable that Henry Jackson was
the first Radio Amateur. You will note that I did not say Marconi. Who was
Henry Jackson? Would you believe that he became an Admiral of the
Fleet?
Henry Jackson joined the Royal Navy as a cadet in 1868. He became a
torpedo specialist which gave him a good introduction into electrical
engineering which qualified him as an associate of Telegraph Engineers
(IEE). In 1895, as a Captain, he was appointed in command of the
Torpedo Training Ship, HMS Defiance, an old wooden hulk moored at
Devonport. Jackson had been fascinated with the discovery of electromagnetic waves by the German scientist Hertz, and thought they might
have potential as a system of signalling over long distances. Whilst in
command of Defiance he seized the opportunity to extend his research
into the generation and detection of electromagnetic waves and
succeeded in sending Morse code over a distance of 50 yards from one
end of the ship to the other in August 1895. He was totally unaware that at
roughly the same time Marconi was engaged in similar research in Italy.
Marconi had sought the financial assistance of his Government to support
his experiments, but was refused. He then decided to come to England in
1896 to try his luck here. On arrival, to safeguard his work, he took out a
patent in June 1896.
Had their Lordships been quicker on the uptake, a similar patent could
have been taken out on the basis of Jackson's achievements in HMS
Defiance nearly a year earlier? Had that been so, then it would have gone
down in history as Jackson being the inventor of radio and not Marconi.
Jackson it would appear bore no malice or ill feeling about the way things
had happened, and he and Marconi became great friends and
collaborators.
in June 1897 Jackson, by his own experiments had demonstrated to the
higher echelons of the Navy that operations by wireless telegraphy
between units of the Fleet was not only feasible but would bring about
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huge benefits in tactical and strategic use. However, the Navy being what
it was, and it has never changed, sent him off for two years as Naval
Attaché to Paris. This separated him from his wireless interests whilst
Marconi forged ahead with his, but still with Jackson supporting him from
Paris. Returning home on completion of his tour of duty, he was given
command of HMS JUNO, which, with two other ships was fitted with
wireless apparatus. They were sent on exercises against the rest of the
Fleet to test the value of wireless communications. They won hands down.
Wireless telegraphy had arrived, and ordering as well as fitting of
equipment and training of operators now began. In 1901 Jackson was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS) the highest scientific honour.
He went on to become First Sea Lord and retired to Hayling Island in 1920.
He continued to operate as an amateur radio licensee until his death in
1929. During his retirement he took up the post as President of the Radio
Society of Great Britain (RSGB), which is the National Society that
represents all UK radio amateurs. Today the patron of the RSGB is the
Duke of Edinburgh KG.KT.
In recent times other famous amateur radio operators have included King
Hussein, Said Al-Said Sultan of Oman, Juan Carlos King of Spain, the
Presidents of Argentina, Italy and Nicaragua, actors Lord Rix and Stewart
Granger and for good measure Helen Sharman the first British astronaut.
There are more than 60,000 radio amateurs in the UK and two million
worldwide.
Amateur radio should never be confused with Citizens Band radio which
allows any unqualified member of the public to chat to friends over short
distances using low power equipment on very limited frequencies. It should
also not be confused with eavesdropping into the commercial uses of
radio. The most famous case of this was the “Diana tapes". Unfortunately
the Press always refer to anything concerning radio activities, such as the
tapes mentioned, that is not commercial, as being carried out by "radio
hams". The term "ham" originated in the States. The American habit of
sticking a very aspirant 'H' on what they call 'swanky talk', together with the
shortening of words, resulted in members of the amateur theatre, with their
propensity to overact, truncate words, and adopt a posh accent, became
known as Hamateurs and with the usual shortening of words it became
HAM, for actors who went 'over the top' with their performances. Thus
Ham is now an accepted term used in lieu of anything amateur, and not
only in the theatre.
Editor :- Part 2 next time
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The Mike Matthews CW Award

At the club meeting on March 3rd, John MØHTE (on the right in the
photo above) was presented with the Mike Matthews Award by
Chairman Ken GØJWL. Many of you might be unfamiliar with this
HDARC award, so reproduced below are the rules for the award.
Please send your entries to Stuart GØFYX, the club’s acting awards
manager, contact details on club committee page. Good Luck.
Cont’d next page…..
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Rules for the Mike Matthews Award
1. Only fully paid-up members of the Horndean & District ARC
(HDARC) are eligible to submit an application for this award.
2, The award is available to be won twice-yearly; the qualifying
periods in which contacts are to be made, are August 1st to January
31st or February 1st to July 31st.
3. Applications should be sent by February 21st or August 21st, to
the club award manager. There is no charge for the award.
4. A log extract showing the date, time, station contacted, reports
sent and received, is all that is required. All contacts must have
been made using hand-generated CW. No QSL cards needed.
5. Fifty (50) different stations must have been contacted, of which at
least 5 must be HDARC members at the time of the contact.
6. In the event of more than one application being received that
meets the above criteria, a tie situation will be resolved by the award
manager or an officer of the club. This will take into consideration
firstly, the greatest number of club members contacted, secondly the
greatest number of different bands used, and thirdly by any other
means at the discretion of the award manager or an officer of the
club.
7. The winner will be able to keep the award, until such time as it is
awarded to another person. No person can submit an application for
the award in two consecutive time periods. The award remains
ultimately the property of HDARC.
8. Contacting the club station G4FBS or its variants (e.g. GX4FBS/
P), or any special event station organised and run by HDARC, will
count for two member contacts.
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CLUB NEWS/DIARY

Compiled by Stuart GØFYX

News of club members
Welcome to new club member Rob Wells M6PIQ from Hayling Island. Rob is
currently on our Intermediate licence training course, so we wish him good luck.
Congratulations to John MØHTE who was presented with the Mike Matthews
Award at the March 3rd club meeting. See pages 22 and 23 of this journal.
The RSGB AFS CW and SSB contest results have been published. In the CW
leg, HDARC team was Mick G3LIK, Stuart GØFYX, and John MØHTE and came
33rd out of 70. In the SSB contest HDARC came 39th out of 79, with the team of
Mick G3LIK and Stuart GØFYX. It was a real shame not to have more club members
take part in these contests, especially the SSB one, so why didn’t you support the
club? I guess contests seem to be avoided by most people (the Marmite effect),
but you don’t know what fun you’re missing!
Diary
Friday April 7th Natter night/social evening.
Friday April 21st Small Antennas by Rob Brown MØRZF.
Friday April 28th Annual Skittles Evening at the Southwick Park Golf Club
at 7.30pm. Tickets are £13 which includes a meal choice (or
£17 if you also want a dessert). Tickets/menus from Julia
GØIUY. All family and friends of club members are welcome.
Friday May 5th Natter night/social evening.
Friday May 19th ‘Shipwrecks of the South Coast’ by Annabel Crawford of the
Nautical Archaeology Society.
This ‘n’ that
The 2017 series of RSGB Club Championship monthly contests continues. There
is a CW, SSB and Data (PSK/RTTY) contest each month. They are on 80m, from
2000-2130 clock time. April dates are CW on the 6th, SSB on the 15th, and data
on the 23rd. May dates are SSB on the 4th, Data on the 13th, and CW on the
21st. This is a club event so please try to take part on behalf of HDARC. If in
doubt, please contact me (Stuart). The full rules for these contests are at
http://www.rsgbcc.org/hf/rules/2017/r80mcc.shtml .
If you have any equipment for sale, or any questions about any aspect of our
hobby, let me know and I will put it out in the weekly e-mail for members.
If you feel able to give a talk to the club (or perhaps take part in our 10-minute talk
evening), please let me know.
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Horndean & District A.R.C Information.

Club Call signs

G4FBS (Held by MØKTT); G6RST (Held by G4WQZ)

Club Website

http://www.hdarc.co.uk
(Maintained by Neil M6LPI )

Club Yahoo Group Administrator is Stuart GØFYX
Club Meetings

Held at Deverell Hall, 84 London Rd, Purbrook,
Waterlooville, Hants. PO7 5JU, on the 1st and
3rd Friday of each month. Commencing at 1930.

Club Nets

All times are local and frequencies plus/minus QRM.

Sunday

0900 CW until about 0930 then SSB on 1950 kHz.
Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX
2000 FM 433.450 MHz
Net controller:- John G4WQZ

Monday

1930 SSB 1950kHz
Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX

Wednesday

1930 FM 145.375 MHz
Net controller:- John G4WQZ

Club Membership
Joining fee £2 . Annual fee £26. Those aged 10-18 pay half this rate, and under
10’s have free junior membership. For Europe and rest of the World fees please
contact the Membership Secretary. All annual fees payable on November 1st. If
fees not paid by the following January 31st, membership is ended.
Club Awards
Full details from Stuart GØFYX (details on committee page).
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Do you think you could fill this space?
Can you give your company a boost
with an advert?
Approx 1000 + readers across the UK & the
World.
Competitive rates.
Please contact the journal editor
Tel 07429639890

