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Articles, letters of interest, photographs are always needed and should be sent to
the Editor :- Sean Grant 51 Winchfield Crescent Havant PO9 3SR Tel :
07429639890 & Email : M3SGO@Hotmail.co.uk
It would be appreciated if submitting typed script that it is of good quality bold
lettering. This allows me to scan it in direct. Saving me time retyping. Copper
plate handwriting most acceptable. I use Microsoft Publisher 2013 to produce the
journal so am happy to accept articles/photographs on a CD providing it is
compatible and can be read in Word. If you require the material to be returned
please enclose a SAE. Opinions expressed in the journal are not necessarily
those of the HDARC. The editor has the right to reproduce the articles for our
affiliated club journals/newsletters. The Editor decision is always final.
Closing date for next journal is : 3rd of Nov 2016
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Editorial
Hiya Folks
We have more sad news to report with the
passing of our membership secretary
John 2E1COC. Our condolences to his
family.
As I write this there have been some
changes within the club; we had our first meeting at our new venue
(details at the back of journal).
We also have had a change of treasurer and would like to thank
Howard G3YZY for his hard work as the treasurer, and like to
welcome Bill M6BBB into the new position.
Also like to tell you about the new web site. By the time you read
this the new website should be live and I would like to thank Neil
M6LPI for the hard work he has put into this. Upgrading the website
is something the club has been looking to for a number of years
and the baton was passed to Neil only a couple of months ago. I
hope when you see it you will all be pleased with the outcome, as
we the committee are.
There is a new feature, and that is a closed forum, so you the
membership can ask questions, help others etc as well as the other
usual stuff. It will bring the club to the forefront of the hobby.
Well that’s all folks for now, but remember I’m still looking for
articles.
Take care, and 73
Sean M0XAN
Journal Editor HDARC
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Special Event Stations GB2WRM and GB0RMM 2016
Some of the club members look forward each year to putting these two
special event stations on the air in June as part of the International
Museums-on-the-air weekends. This publicises the museums, and allows
us to demonstrate our hobby to any members of the public who take an
interest (not many, hi!)
GB2WRM was situated
inside the Fort Widley
main building in the
World
W ar
One
Remembrance Museum,
by very kind permission
of the owner/curator
Charles Haskell. Thank
you Charles. This year
he allowed us to use the
large kitchen area to set
up the radio station.
Stuart G0FYX and I
arrived at the Fort on
Friday June 17th at 1300
Charles Haskell WW1 Curator at help Desk
to start setting up. We
had already seen Charles a few months before to arrange things. We set
up the HF antenna in the ‘garden’ on top of the Fort above the museum.
We were soon joined by Russ G4SAQ to help and Nigel M0NAF. The
antenna used was a 40m Off-Centre-Fed Dipole (OCFD). One of the club’s
HF radios, an Alinco DX70, together with an auto ATU was set up in the
room, and everything was checked. All seemed to be OK (but see later).
On the following day, the Saturday, Stuart and I arrived at 0900, and soon
joined by Simon G0IEY, Julia G0IUY and Nigel M0NAF, and we put the
club gazebo up outside the caravan at our parade ground site. In the
gazebo a 2m station was set up using the co-linear on the tower, and the
club’s Kenwood TM-D700E radio. Simon and Julia had arranged to carry
out the practical test for the current class of Foundation Licence students
at the Fort on that day, and to give them experience of seeing a special
event station in action. The station in the gazebo was to be used for radio
operator training, which is part of the Foundation Course.
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We were later joined on-site by
some of the students, Bill,
Jean-Paul, Ian and Rob. They
also visited the HF station in
the Fort to see how a SES was
operated. Later in the morning
Roger M0KWN arrived to carry
out the Morse Appreciation for
two of the Foundation
candidates, which completed
their practical tasks, so that
they could take their exam a
few weeks later. Thank you
Roger.
HF conditions on 40m were
very poor on the Saturday with
weak signals and heavy QSB,
and very few contacts were
made, although 2m fared
better with good contacts into
Devizes
(Wiltshire),
Lambourne (Berkshire), and
Brentwood GB0SNB (Essex).
We did have problems with the
club DX70, which went dead
intermittently, so luckily Nigel
had brought some of his
radios as back-up and we
were able to use his DX70,
which worked well. Thank you
Nigel.
On the Sunday, I opened up
the station and went on the
club 160m SSB net at 0930.
HF conditions were still poor
and few stations were able to
be heard. Nigel arrived about
1030, and Stuart came back in the afternoon to help operate, then
dis-assemble the station.
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Now for GB0RMM. Set-up was on the morning of the Friday (June 24th).
The team consisted of myself, Stuart G0FYX, Simon G0IEY, Julia G0IUY
and Nigel M0NAF. We had several heavy rain showers, which meant
setting up outside took a lot longer than planned. Then everything was
going well, until a double-decker
bus was required to park at the
front of the museum, as a
children’s party fun bus. This
meant we couldn’t complete the
HF antenna set-up. We retired to
the cafe instead.
So, we had to finish the set-up
on the Saturday, which took
away some potential operating
time. A team of four (myself,
Stuart, Nigel, and Mick G3LIK)
arrived at 0930. On HF we were
having antenna problems, and
no contacts were made in the
morning. A decision was made to
change the antenna for a brand
new Moonraker 40m OCFD
which I had recently purchased.
It tuned up straight away. The
first HF contact was on CW by
Mick at 1245 utc, and we made a
few more contacts on CW and
SSB until close-down at 1445 utc
for the day. HF band conditions
were very poor. 2m was also
hard going, but 7 contacts were
made, with best distance at New
Milton.
We were just coming away from the museum late in the afternoon, and
heard the familiar sound of a Spitfire aircraft flying by. It then came back
and around, and proceeded to give a 15-20 minute display right over and
around the museum. It transpired that the wedding reception taking place
there had hired the plane to give a ‘private’ display. It was very impressive.
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On Sunday I joined in with the
club top band SSB net, and
was pleasantly surprised that
the OCFD loaded up OK, and
everyone came through well.
Simon and Julia arrived soon
after, closely followed by Nigel
who had stopped en route at
the Gosport ferry terminal to
collect Doug G4BEQ, who did
some CW operating. Some
additional HF CW were made
by John M0HTE, and also
some SSB contacts
were made, although
conditions were still
poor. Stuart made the
final QSO at 1502
UTC on 40m SSB.
We packed up early
because of the poor
HF conditions. On 2m
15 contacts were
made, with Swanage
being
the
best
distance QSO.
Next year’s event at
the Royal Marines
Museum will probably
be the last one at that QTH, as the museum will be moving to be
re-located within Portsmouth Dockyard. It remains to be seen whether we
would be able to operate inside the Dockyard.
My thanks go to all who supported the Special Events, whether by helping
on-site, or by calling in on-the-air.
Chris M0KTT
HDARC Station Manager
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The Travails of a Foundationer
My name is Bill, I am 59 years old,
and four days ago (as I write) I
passed my foundation exam (still to
be confirmed, and obviously no
licence or callsign at the moment).
I think it would be reasonable to ask
– why am I doing this? I suppose for
some, it could be a newly discovered
hobby that has sparked an interest.
For myself, there is a bit of history
here. As they say, “pull up a
sandbag.”
Many years ago, my best friend
Steve and I acquired a couple of
surplus military radios – we were
playing with them, but we found out
that was illegal (we were below the
age of responsibility I think/hope). It
didn’t help when one day a Bell Sioux helicopter with a huge antenna
stuck on the front flew over us. That frightened me sufficiently that I
refused to use them any more even if they weren’t looking for us.
We looked in to doing the course for becoming a radio ham. The nearest
course was Bournemouth College, and was a train journey away from us –
we were still at school! There was no way we could afford this. Sadly, we
had to drop the whole thing. Fast forward about 50 years.
We moved to Gosport in 2014 as a result of my job, and the opportunity
for my wife to retire from teaching. What could I do with myself (clean
answers only please)? I went to the local camera club but couldn’t for
some reason decide that I liked it – I’d been very involved in the St Neots
club, perhaps this was a change too far. It didn’t diminish my enjoyment of
photography though.
With all of the shipping about, I thought it would be interesting to hear what
was going on, so I bought a Uniden UBC3500XLT and scanmaster 1300N
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antenna from Nevada – there were some trials and tribulations in getting it
working, but finally I got it programmed with the Maritime channels –
excellent! I somehow found out about the Isle of White repeater, GB3IW
and put that frequency in, and started hearing amateurs – this of course re
-ignited an old memory.
I saw an article in the local papers about three P&O Queens leaving
Southampton at the same time. “That’ll be a good thing to see” I thought
to myself and when the time came I spent about three hours at Gilkicker
Point watching ships coming and going, and then the Queens came, along
with a couple of other cruise liners – well, that was quite spectacular.
Watching the Queens made me think, I live in an interesting area, there
are things going on, and I’d like to know about them.
Fairly regularly, I take my scanner and my camera, my spotter scope and
a notebook down to the sea wall behind the Haslar Hospital and spend a
very pleasant couple of hours literally watching and hearing the world go by.
My brain though, won’t let me sit still. So, what was happening in the
amateur radio world, listening to GB3IW, what about licensing? This is
where I found out that things have changed a lot since I was a school kid –
there was now a way to progress; Foundation, Intermediate, Full. I bought
the Foundation Licence Now book, signed up with Essex Ham to do the
theory online and got in touch with HDARC to do the practical's. Ending
up where we are today.
Next Time;
My call sign
My first handheld, base station, and antenna
My first contact (hopefully).
Do you want more?
Bill Kenway
Editor : We look forward to hearing more Bill, thank you.
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Soldering Iron Economiser
Doug G4BEQ
I wrote this article in response to a similar circuit in the RNARS
Newsletter which jogged my memory as I had used a similar device
for many years. It was 1966 when I first constructed it after
purchasing a book called Hobby Manual whilst in the States. I think
it was produced by the General Electric Company.
It is also quite useful as a two speed controller for small power tools
as well as an Off/Low/High lamp dimmer. Basically when in use it
reduces the applied RMS voltage by about 30%. It should never be
used for transformer fitted equipment of any shape or form, or
fluorescent lamp ballasts. I did a slight mod to the circuit shown in
the book by adding a LED in the circuit.
In use with the switch in the On position the soldering iron is at full
heat, break the switch the power is reduced by the diode and the
LED lights to indicate you are on low heat. When full heat is again
required, switch on and in a few seconds you are back to full heat.
56KΩ 1W

LED

1N5404
AC Mains

Mains rated
Switch
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Socket for
Soldering Iron

The Sideswiper Key
The sideswiper or ‘cootie’ key operates side to side, as its name
implies. It is nothing like a paddle key where dots are one side and
dashes the other. The sideswiper has the same contact both sides.
To key it efficiently the operator moves each dit or dash alternatively,
so, for example, a K would be sent right, left, right. H would be left,
right, left, right. Look up cootie keys in Youtube for some examples
of how they work. Takes a bit of getting used to though but, once
mastered, can produce some nice morse.
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CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 2016
I am sorry for the delay in getting the information out to members re this
year’s Christmas Dinner/Social. I have been waiting for the menu and
confirmation of booking which arrived over this weekend.
I am pleased to advise that the date is booked for Friday December 9th
and will be an evening function as in the past; this will be held at the
Southwick Park Golf Club. I will be getting the menus printed ready to
e-mail or hand out over the next few meetings, so please book this date in
your calendar now and let me know ASAP how many seats you will
require. The sooner the food choices and payments are made per person
this will confirm your place/s. For the new members, we do not limit this
social event to members only. As Social Secretary it is important that
family and friends support this social and it is a very good way for
everyone who attends to meet up and have a nice get together.
If there are any allergy requirements, like gluten-free, lactose intolerant
etc, I need to know at time of booking so that I can discuss options with
the chef.
.
Over recent years the numbers attending has grown and last year I had a
total of 40. The venue can cater for many more than this.
I look forward in meeting up with you all again this year.
Best Wishes
Julia G0IUY

By the time a man is wise enough to watch
his step, he's too old to go anywhere.
- Billy Crystal
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Build yourself a J-Pole for 2 metres
By Russell Tribe, G4SAQ

A huge amount has been written recently about the J-Pole antenna and its
derivative, the ‘Slim Jim’. I am not in a position to add to the pool of
knowledge on the subject but I would like to share with you my experience
of building this simple but very effective antenna. Rather than repeat all
the readily available information (just Google J pole antenna or Slim Jim), I
will concentrate on my construction. I built a version for 2 metres but the
antenna can easily be scaled up or down for other bands. I used the very
handy on-line calculator by M0UKD(1). See figure 1 for my dimensions. I
used 15mm copper water pipe and fittings as this material is easy to work
and strong enough to be self-supporting at the top of a mast. Be sure to
buy the fittings that have a ring of solder inside as these are easier to use.
Tools required are a pipe cutter (preferable) or a hacksaw, a file and a
blowlamp. When measuring up, remember that the dimensions are
between the faces of the tubes, NOT centre to centre. If you make the two
vertical lengths about 5mm longer than shown, you can prune them down
as necessary to achieve the lowest VSWR. I found that, by slightly
denting the end caps, I could make them a tight fit so that I could slide
them up and down very slightly to get the best possible match before
soldering them in place.
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Note that the drawing shows the difference between the calculated
dimensions and those ascertained experimentally by me.
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The next photo shows the feeding method for the antenna. The technique
I used to find the best feed point was to twist two pieces of stiff copper wire
around the tubes and to connect my coax to these. I was then able to
slide the connections up and down whilst measuring SWR. Once I was
satisfied, I soldered them in place. The balun shown prevents unwanted
radiation from the feeder, which could spoil the antenna’s radiation pattern.
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My sophisticated test equipment and experimental base are shown
in the next photos!
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Here is my VSWR plot.
SWR
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The tune-up process is as follows. Firstly adjust the feed point for best
SWR. Then adjust the lengths of the vertical sections to further reduce
SWR. As mentioned previously, moving the end caps up and down gives
a very clear idea of whether the sections are too short or too long. If you
took my advice and made them 5mm too long to start with, you will be
feeling pleased with yourself at this stage!
Finally, be sure to seal your coax well to prevent water ingress. ‘Liquid
tape’ is great for this but clear silicone sealant has also served me well.
In conclusion, this antenna has now been at the top of my mast for 4
months and works brilliantly. Everyone should have a J-pole!
https://m0ukd.com/calculators/slim-jim-and-j-pole-calculator/
Gran-Dad and The Computer
The computer swallowed Grand - Dad. Yes honestly, it's true. He pressed 'control'
and 'enter' and disappeared from view. It's devoured him completely, the thought
of it just makes me squirm. Maybe he's caught a virus or been eaten by a worm.
I've searched through the recycle bin and files of every kind. I've even used the
internet but nothing could I find. I asked Jeeves in desperation my searches to
refine. The reply from him was negative not a thing was found online. So, if
someday in your 'In Box' my Grand-Dad you should see. Please 'Scan', 'Copy'
and 'Paste' him in an e-mail back to me.
John G4WQZ
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A TENPENNY SMILE.
During a person's life, incidents have occurred which at the time caused
great amusement, possibly long afterwards giving a smile for life on
recollection.
In my own case one of these events was interesting historically.
Years ago, travelling home from work by bicycle, closely approaching the
shopping area an aged gentleman was seen in the middle of the road with
motor cars passing him on either side.
Supported by two sticks his posture was recognized to be that of a double
arthritic hip sufferer. I stopped and laid the bicycle down in the road to stop
following cars, helped the old gentleman to the foot paving and recovered
the bike; presenting a hostile stare to the nearest driver.
He had a shopping list, the time was fast approaching shop shutting, so
seeing him seated on a nearby seat I took the paper and got all the stuff
listed.
Returning to the seated gentleman we started to chat. From this it was
learned that he was a Lieutenant Navigating officer surviving the sinking of
HMS Hampshire in 1916 when General Kitchener lost his life.
Mr Robinson was aged enough to be past any romancing thus I believe he
was telling the truth, but I have always intended to study the sinking of
HMS Hampshire and any possible reports of survivors, etc.
Never got round to it. I saw him safely well on the way back to the old
persons haven not far distant. On parting he gave me a ten pence piece
for running the errands but forgot about the sum to pay for the groceries.
I didn't like to remind him.
From Ray Coley G3IFF
(Ray was a member of HDARC and became a silent key in 2007).

Page 19

CLUB NEWS/DIARY

Compiled by Stuart GØFYX

News of club members
More sad news to start again this time. Our long-time committee member and
membership secretary John Taylor-Cram 2E1COC, passed away in QA Hospital
on August 22nd. He was 80. His XYL Lesley passed away in February, and John
never really recovered from that. He has a daughter living near Leicester, and a
brother near Skegness. Our condolences to them from the club.
We welcome new treasurer Bill Kenway M6BBB, who has taken over from
Howard G3YZY, who resigned for personal reasons at the beginning of August.
The committee thank Howard very much for looking after the club accounts in
such an excellent manner. We also welcome new membership secretary Neil
Stone M6LPI, who was voted in at the club meeting on September 2nd.
Welcome to new member Jean-Paul English M6UKG of Meonstoke. Jean-Paul
passed his foundation exam recently with us, after being on our course. He will be
enrolling on the next Intermediate course.
Diary
Sat/Sun September 24th/25th GB4MHR from Medstead and Four Marks Station
for Railways-On-The-Air weekend.
Friday October 7th Natter night/social evening
Friday October 21st Annual General Meeting
(A nomination form is enclosed with this copy of the journal, either hard
copy or as an attachment if you receive the journal by e-mail).
Friday November
4th Natter night/social evening
Saturday November 12th RSGB 160m AFS (Club Calls Contest) 2000-2300
Friday November 18th EMC by Dave Williams G8PUO
Friday December 2nd Natter night/social evening
Friday December 9th Club Christmas Meal at Southwick Park Golf Club
Friday December 16th Subject to be decided
This ‘n’ that
The 2016 series of the RSGB Club Sprint contests is underway. October dates
are 12th CW, SSB 27th and for November 9th SSB and 24th CW. SSB rules at
http://goo.gl/K616D1 and the CW rules are at http://goo.gl/Fjjqt7 .
HDARC Trophy award: SOME PEOPLE LOVE AND ENJOY THE BUZZ OF DX
CONTEST WORKING, OTHERS QUAKE (58 LETTERS). You need to contact
the 58 stations (HF, VHF, CW, SSB or data), and construct this phrase using the
last letter of their callsign. Qualifying period is October 1st 2015 until September
30th 2016. Please send a copy of your log info to Stuart GØFYX, details on
committee page, or hand in a copy at a club meeting before October 8th 2016.
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Horndean & District A.R.C Information.

Club Call signs

G4FBS (Held by MØKTT); G6RST (Held by G4WQZ)

Club Website

http://www.hdarc.co.uk
(Maintained by Neil Stone M6LPI )

Club Yahoo Group Administrator is Stuart GØFYX
Club Meetings

Held at Deverell Hall, London Road, Waterlooville,
PO7 5JU, on the 1st and 3rd Friday of each month.
Commencing at 1900

Club Nets

All times are local and frequencies plus/minus QRM.

Sunday

0900 CW until about 0930 then SSB on 1950 kHz.
Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX
2000 FM 433.450 MHz
Net controller:- John G4WQZ

Monday

1930 SSB 1950kHz
Net controller:- Stuart GØFYX

Wednesday

1930 FM 145.375 MHz
Net controller:- John G4WQZ

Club Membership
Joining fee £2 . Annual fee £26. Those aged 10-18 pay half this rate, and under 10’s
have free junior membership.
For Europe and Rest of the World fees please contact the Membership Secretary.
All annual fees payable on November 1st.
If fees not paid by the following January 31st, membership is ended.
Club Awards
Full details from Stuart GØFYX (details on committee page).
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Do you think you could fill this space?
Can you give your company a boost
with an advert?
Approx 1000 + readers across the UK & the
World.
Competitive rates.
Please contact the journal editor
Tel 02393-079346

